
MLA ANNOTATED 
BIBLIOGRAPHIES 
For use in your Revolutionary Song projects 



Review: Revolutionary Song Project 

¨  Write a revolutionary song like “Beasts of England.” 
¨  Research the Russian Revolution, and write your song as 

though you were a Russian revolutionary of the time 
¨  Requirements: 

  Address 2-3 issues the revolutionaries were concerned with (e.g., 
worker’s rights, lack of food, class concerns, misuse of land, etc.) 

  Like “Beasts of England,” your song must have a minimum of 7 
stanzas that each have a minimum of four lines. (You are welcome 
to write more/longer stanzas.) 

  You must set your song to music of some kind. It can be music from 
a pre-existing song, or you can create your own music. (“Beasts of 
England” is set to “Clementine” and “La Cucaracha.”) 

  Complete an annotated bibliography of your sources using MLA 
format. 



Why an Annotated Bibliography? 

¨  9th Grade English Language Arts Content 
Standards: 
 Writing Strategies, Research and Technology:  

n 1.7 Use appropriate conventions for documentation in the 
text, notes, and bibliographies by adhering to those in style 
manuals (e.g., Modern Language Association Handbook, The 
Chicago Manual of Style).  

 



Evaluating Sources 

¨  Please avoid using Wikipedia. Encyclopedia Britannica 
is a much better source!  
http://www.britannica.com/ 

¨  Wikipedia can sometimes be a good starting point. If 
you find information on Wikipedia that you feel is 
useful, then you should follow Wikipedia’s citations to 
get to the real source. 
  Be careful, because it still may not be a good source! Here 

are a couple links that will help you evaluate your sources: 
n  Evaluating during reading: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/553/3/ 
n  Evaluating print vs. Internet sources: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/553/4/  



How to find Wikipedia’s Sources 

•  If I wanted to use a fact I found on 
Wikipedia, I would need to find the 
original source where Wikipedia got 
the information. 

•  To find the source Wikipedia used, 
click on the superscript number that 
appears at the end of any sentence. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/October_Revolution 



Wikipedia’s Sources, continued 

•  By clicking on superscript #1, I got to Note #1 (above). 
Unfortunately, the quote about the workers’ rebellion was 
taken from a print source, which I do have access to. 

•  Because I’m unable to access this source, I will need to start 
over, and I can’t use the information I wanted from 
Wikipedia. 

•  If you do this repeatedly, you may become frustrated! It’s 
best if you avoid Wikipedia all together.  



Practice Citing Sources 

¨  Please take out the research sources that you 
brought with you to class today. 
 Your sources should be either books or website 

addresses you have consulted to obtain information on 
the Russian Revolution of 1917. 



How to Format Different Types of Sources 

Lastname, Firstname. Title of 
 Book. City of 
 Publication: Publisher, 
 Year of Publication. 
 Medium of 
 Publication. 

“Title of Article.” Name of 
 Website. Publisher, 
 date created. 
 Medium of 
 publication. Date of 
 access. 

 
Remember to use n.p. if no publisher 
name is available and n.d. if no 
publishing date is given. 

Book Website/Electronic Source 

Instructions: Use the formatting cues below to create citations for each of your sources. You may work 
with your table partner if you need help. 
Plug in as much information as you can; if the information is incomplete, then you will know what to look 
for in order to complete your citations. 



What’s Missing? 

¨  Which sections were you missing in your citations 
(titles, publisher, date of publishing, etc.)? 

¨  Are there any specific questions on how to format 
citations? 

¨  For additional help, check out the Online Writing 
Lab at Purdue. It gives detailed instructions for how 
to cite things in MLA format: 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/
747/01/  



Homework 

¨  Prepare a complete citation and summary of at least 
one of your sources. It should be typed. 

¨  In your summary, include only the information from that 
source that is most relevant to your Revolutionary Song 
(e.g., workers’ rights, lack of food, etc.).  

¨  The summary should be one paragraph (5 
sentences).  
  Place the summary directly below your citation of the 

source. Make sure it is indented. (See the next slide for an 
example.) 

 



Sample Annotated Bibliography 

citation 

summary 

citation 

summary 



Homework: Grammar & Animal Farm 

¨  Complete Grammar Workbook, pgs. 35-36 (all exercises) 
¨  If necessary, conduct further research of the 1917 Russian Revolution 

  Make sure to keep track of your sources 
¨  Write a complete rough draft of your Revolutionary Song (7 stanzas, 

4 lines per stanza) 
  Once your song is complete, you should be able to clearly tell me which 

revolutionary ideas you have covered within your song (e.g., worker’s 
rights, lack of food, class concerns, misuse of land, etc.) 

  Set your song to music! 
¨  Prepare a complete citation and summary of at least one of your 

sources. It should be typed. (See Slide 10 of this presentation). 


